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;'-'_- Sples. old style, are Hav!ng their troub.es, v
;' Just the other day Canada decided the time,
.had come to close out a Soviet spy nest in Ot-!
.tawa. Eleven were sent packing and two morei
who were away were told not to come back. - |
. A'few years back (1971) the British did a
§ masswe house cleaning job also on Russnan~
‘sples.” They sent 90 home from:London and:
banned 15 more who were elsewhere at the i
ume e _.j"_ NS l' . ,,t
= Oné’ reason fon that Brmsh housacleanmg.
‘was the blatancy, and the sheer numbers, of
the Soviet spy operation in London. Many of
-them didn’t even pretend not to be spies. The ,1
Soviet spy system had become so arrogant that {
_the Russians proposed sending back to London {
one -of their agents who had previously been
. arrested for trying to bribe a Brmsh busmess- ;
'man . ‘. . : ‘.:}. "S~ - :
¥ There has been much controversy o' late m’ .
_Washmgton about a different side of the same |
coin, the ef{orts of the new Director of Central .
Intelligence, Admiral Stansfield Turner,” to |
modernize the American spy’ service ,— the
clandestme side - of the “Central Intelligence
;Agency Admu'al Tumer has been criticized |

2 (a) tor ﬁring anyone (a horrifying deed to the.
¢ “bureancracy ..of . Washington) and (b) for
Znotifying those ‘who were being dropped by a

. brief letter of intention. This was called unsuit- -

{  able treatment for men who had allegedly
= risked their lives in the service.” -

Z': iThe truth of the matter is that Admxral

*Turner should probably be criticized for not
" trimming down the American spy semce by a
lot more than he is. .

;- Like the Soviet spy service the Amencan

~ grew like Topsy during the “cold war"’ — par-
Ucularly during its final Vietnam. phase. It

£ ushroomed. And as’ it mushroomed it grew -
careless Ask’2ny American ambassador and
* you will get horror stories of the extravagant
~and careless behavior in recent’ ‘years of the

. people on the clandestine side of CIA." -

' hented ' vrl =.4c-4.f ,' .. '._;.A

" . But the Vietnam war is qver. And this is a |

- new and different world. There is ample use in !
> this new world for good, efficient clandestine |
operat:o';s ang oparators. But the kind of work '
“dore Juring the Vietpam war is not likely lo
accur again for a long time, if ever. The tasks '
“are different, the too:s dlfferont the tech—
‘riques different. -

The techniques used by the Soviet .spy net in | ‘
Canada read like a poor imitation of an early’;
James Bond thriller. That sort of thing belongs :
to ancient history now. The Soviet KGB serv-
ice is so powerful in Moscow that probably no
one dares to try te purge or modernize it.
Americans can be thankful that it is stiil pos-
sible in Washington for semeone to shake up an :
old spy system that needs to be broug‘xt in step
with modern nmes

-In rough flgures the Amencan spy service :
reached a total of about 6,000 officers at the
peak of the Vietnam war. Admiral Turner’s
predecessors trimmed it down\to about §,000.
His goal is to bring it down by another thou-
sand and then level it off at about 4,000. His
quota of reductions for the current year is 212.
Of these 167 had reached retirement age or
have been placed elsewnere in CIA or in gov-
"ernment service. He has actually fired 45 per-
- sons out of the total of about 5,000 whom he in--

-

Consxdermg the’ “'mxstakes" (':ommit ed by’
the clandestine side of CIA during the Water—
gate affair this seems a small number * .

: One of those worst mistakes was having a lot !

of bunglers on the payroll. That original Water-
gate burglary was largely done with CIA
people and techniques. It was about as badly
bungled as any burglary could well be. In the
process of uncovering the Watergate story a
lot of the old American spy apparatus was un-
covered. In James Bond language, its “cover”
was “blown.” And we all know what an ef-
ficient spy system does with any person or
group whose cover is blown. They are
scrapped or abandoned. *
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